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1582) that Christopher Barker drew up his report en the printing
patents granted since the Queen's accession. Here he complains,
among other things, that the Psalms in metre, which had been
granted to Day by the Earl of Leicester, as well as the Small
Catechism which Day printed with his A.B.C.., now properly be-
longed to him. These books, "being occupied of all sorts of men,
women and children, and requiring no great stock for the fur-
nyshing thereof5, wTere profitable "copies*. This was not his only
grievance, for William Seres, he writes, also 'encrocheth farther1
upon his preserves with the privilege for the printing of psalters,
primers and prayer-books, which rightly belonged to Barker. Yet
Master Barker really had small cause for complaint, and he frankly
admitted that eas it is I have the printing of the Olde and Newe
Testament, the statutes of the Realme, Proclamations, and the
Book of Common Prayer by name, and, in general works, all
matters for the Church', which, shorn though these patents were
of much of their profit, were nevertheless privileges to be thankful
for.
From the same report of 1582 we can detect the gradual but
continuous parting of the ways between the printer and the book-
seller. We have already quoted the reference to this cleavage as
noticed by Barker in dealing with the condition of the trade in the
days of Edward vi, when the provision of letters (type) and other
material for the press was so costly a matter that most of the printers
were driven through necessity to compound beforehand with the
booksellers at costs which were so low that the printers themselves
'were most tymes small gayners and often loosers'. And in coming
down to the days of cour soveraigne Lady the Queen's Majesty
that nowe is', he shows how the booksellers had pursued their
advantage, and incidentally how necessary it was for some few
printers at least to be protected by the Crown:
The booksellers [he explains] being growen the greater and
wealthier nomber have nowe many of the best Copies and keepe
no printing howse, neither beare any charge of letter, or other
furniture but onlie paye for the workmanship^ and have the
benefit, both of the imprinting, and the sale of all * Commentaries
df the Scriptures', and (till of late yeres of all Schoole bookcs,
Dictionaries, Gronicles? Histories) bookes of Phislck, and infinite
others; most whereof are free to all: so that the artificer printer,